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SUPPORT FORM

SCOTTISH  RURAL  COMMUNITY  NETWORK

The Scottish Rural Community Network (SRCN) is an important community-led initiative to establish a national network of local community groups from throughout rural Scotland.

Now is an important time to set up this network.  There has been a remarkable growth in recent years in the number and diversity of local community groups in rural Scotland that are actively promoting community development in their local area, to meet the many challenges facing rural communities.  There has also been an increasing recognition amongst these community groups and others, that greater networking between the groups at regional and national levels could produce valuable benefits for our rural communities as a result of the:

· greater exchange of information and experience between these groups and more confidence from awareness of their shared interests and concerns;

· increased recognition of the scale and value of this community sector, greater capacity for it to influence rural policies and improve public sector support for local community development.

The SRCN Initiative has the signed-up support of a growing number of local community groups, NGOs, other organisations & individuals involved in community development in rural Scotland.

PLEASE SUPPORT THE SRCN INITIATIVE IN PRINCIPLE

& SIGN THE ATTACHED SUPPORT FORM

It costs nothing to sign up!!  The only commitment is to send a member of your group or organisation to the National Gathering next November.  Signing up means that your member will be guaranteed free attendance at the event.  There may also be funding to help with travel costs for participants from Scotland’s more remote rural communities.  Signed up groups will be invited to the regional meeting nearest them, leading to the National Gathering, and will be kept informed as the Initiative develops. 

The current plan for the Initiative to set up the SRCN can be accessed from srcn@ecosse.net and the reports of the many other European rural and village movements can be viewed on the Rural Gateway website at: http://www.ruralgateway.org.uk/cgi-bin/item.cgi?id=661
A Steering Group of experienced rural practioners from local community groups and NGOs, chaired by Professor John Bryden, has been appointed to facilitate the SRCN Initiative with funding from the Carnegie United Kingdom Trust and Funding Network Scotland. The contact details are:

 Vanessa Halhead,  SRCN Steering Group Co-ordinator,

Woodside, Balblair, Conon Bridge, Ross-shire IV7 8LP  tel.: 01381.610322  

E-mail: srcn@ecosse.net

SUPPORT FORM

SCOTTISH  RURAL  COMMUNITY  NETWORK

The purpose of the SRCN Initiative is to establish a national civil society network, the Scottish Rural Community Network, as a “community led national network of local community groups from throughout rural Scotland to promote greater contact between these groups and increased representation of their shared interests”.

Name of Group/ Organisation
……..
.........................................................…….

Contact


…………………………………………………………

Address


.........................................................…………………..





.........................................................…………………..





.........................................................…………………..





Post Code:
......................……………………………





Tel. No.
......................……………………………





E-mail
.................................……………………

The above organisation:

· Supports in principle the proposal to set up the Scottish Rural Community Network;

· Agrees to send a member to the National Gathering on 19th November 2005

· Will try & send a member to one of the meetings leading up to that Gathering.

Signed:  .................................................................................……

Name (print please) ...............................................................……

Position in organisation .........................................................……

Please return this form to:

 Vanessa Halhead,  SRCN Steering Group Co-ordinator,

Woodside, Balblair, Conon Bridge, Ross-shire IV7 8LP

  tel.: 01381.610322  E-mail:srcn@ecosse.net

You will receive an acknowledgement and then be kept informed as the Initiative develops.

